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detail toxic dumpingRecords
Plaintiffswilluse1940s-'60sdocumentsinlawsuitagainstJPL

l

' " school near the lab, an attorney said
eb_ uo_ W_hu_sday.l CHEMICAL CORRESPONDENCE

oo t S_ Wenu_ GeorgeAlexander,JPL publicaffairs
ImpectJoampor_ _ coee_m_- water.

_[ _lJ __t__Labo- dtmcafrom1M_ tlwoagb$1MtOs • A1948letterfTomcityChiefEn_mer manager,towhateversaidlegaltheandlabaccepted"alwaysnletho([sadhel-ed
_,_.(_ rater3_,was disposingof toxic chemicals _ tlwfollowing: MavisS.JtmestoV.C._, JPt:sadminis- ofdisposal were prevalentat the time."
-,gr. in the ._Toyo Sagoas early as the 1940s, trat_,wameda_imt dsposlrg_ "We did the work and we're not

_) T:r4r_'_ documents obtained Wedn"esdayshow. I l_1946,aCaltechstafferrepo_ed wasteintheanoyostreamchannelar<JPL awareofanydisposalthatcauldhaveled- _,. In a Ltq6letter,JPLacknowledgeddi_- lhat10gagot_sofnitricacid,10gallonsof cesspools. , toharmfu]contamination# theground
posingof chemicalssuchasnitric acid aniline,4 gatonsofhydqlenperor_and I A1948WaterDepat_entreportstal- water,"hesaid.
and hydrazine hydrate in the arroyo, otherchem_wete wa_ _ownwith edthat,'Yvidenti/,the_ is ¢o_ He addedthat JPL will fight the la_-

:_ Subsequent city inspectionreports detail watereachrnmSh"tothestreambed"inti_ tobe moreotlessofa ca_ail wt_nany suit and said that there is no |ink
: a.at_i otherpoUulants ranging from petrolenn gm_oSeco,dilutedwi_largequantiliesof cleanupis tobedone," between Hodgkin's disease and the
_! A3 derivatives _o explosive effluent of industrial degreasers and other chemi-

unknown composition,doeun_nts show. from the Pa._ena I)q_t,mnt of Water that plaintiffs will use in a lawsuit that cals the laboratory disposed of in the
,,_a_ The inspectionreports and correspon, and Power under the California Public claims toxic chemica_from JPL caused l!eI(_and '50s.
_a,d L_- dence date from 19,_ through the l_Os RecordsAeL Hodgkirt'sdisease and other illnesses in

and were obtained by this newspaper The papers represent key evidence at least fourpeoplewho lived or attended _ tu_ to_ I _6
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RECORDS'It seemsdearthatJPLandCaRechwereacti.g

Correspondence in _ dL_ga[d of _ _ of t_ becameAitmrptlblicthelawsuitlastyear,againstanum-JPL

showscity'sconcerns neighbors.' bet of local Hodgkin's victims• who grewuparmmdtheArroyo
Cl_ord Pearson,c_counselfor thep/a/_s/n the currt_/atvsufl Seco came forwardto say they,

Con_m_ WornA1 ..................... too,suspecttheir (fL_se _ght
property." statesthat, "Evidently, the berelatedtochemicaldumpiJ_.

The documents obtained Since 1990,NASA has paid Arroyo is consideredto be more South Pasadena resident
Wednesday show city officials for the operationof the Devil's or less of a catch-aUwhen any William Skaff said his wife,
wereconcernedaboutJPL'sdis- Gate Groundwater Treatment cleanupis to be done." CarolLewis, lived in LaCanada
posalpracticesat that thne. Plant near JPL that strips A 1961 Water Department Flintrtdge, went to Le Canada

chemicals from Arroyo water memo notes that yellow waste High School. had a career as a
In response to city requests, near disposal sites used during discharged from a JPL storm graphic designer and died of

--: Caltech,which operatesthe lab, the lab's earlier days. drain was found to originate Hodgkin'sin October1985at the

z_ wrote thecity'schief,lumb_ JPL has .ever officially frornchromeprese.tincooli.- ageof33. Give:_ inspectoron May 27,1946.The acceptedresponsibilityforwell towerwastedischarge. Her name is amongIIothers
_ _ lettersaysJPL was monthly contamination. Thecorrespondencebetween expectedtobeaddedtothelaw- _ .

..: disposing 10 gallons of nitric The Caltech-managed lab the city and the lab indicates suit, attonmys said.

m gallons of hydrogen peroxide, National Priority List in 1993 was concern over toxic dump- tial here that she was contami--j-

u_ four gallons of nitromethane,a and studies to determine the ing for decades, said Clifford nated by this toxic waste and
gallon of methyl alcohol and a extent of the lab'sresponsibility Pearson of theTal-zanalaw firm that she could have been vic-
half gallon of hydrazine for well-water contamination Wasserman, Comden & timizedby that," Skaffsaid. * ........ _.............

hydratt+ remainincomplete. Casselman, co-counsel for the The Water and Power i___
However,filecity'sfilescon- plaintiffsinthecurrentlawsu I)epartm_tin1980found unac- _+_._

The letter states the industri- lain a number of documents "It seems clear that JPLand ceptable awa)tmtsof the indus .........

alchemicalsweredilutedin relatingtodk,_chargesintothe Caltechwere actingincon- trialsolventtrichloroethylenelargeamountsofwash water arroyobyJPL: sciousdisregardofLherightsof Inthecity'sArroyoWellnear
E._, beforebeingp_nin the arroyo. An Aug. 26, 1948,inspection their neighbors,"he said. JPL. The well was temporarily

"It is the opinion of all con. report by the DWP found a Pearson and lawyer Tom shut down.
cerned, for what it is worth, "black, coal-tar.like substance Girardi won a toxics lawsuit Subsequent testing at three How to play:
that in no case could the wrote with a strong objectionable against'Lockheed Martin last adjacent wells yielded relative- • EachdaysumngJun¢22ndaSl_cial"Go:serveasa meansofcontamina.

odor resemblingthat of petrole year that"resultedin $60million ly high levels of so-called wherei_ th_paperEach¢oi_ wdlbedate,
-_ lion to the water supply,"states um derivatives." The same in cash settlements for nearly "volatile organic compounds," • S_mplycutout5coinsfloradilf_¢ntd_'_the letter, signed on behalf of reportnoted a "yellowoily sub- 1,300 neighbors of its former and those wells also were tem-

Caltechby L.G.Fem_er. stance,""some white deposit in military airplane manttfactur- porarily shut dawn in 19115and withancnuyform+Entryformswallbept
On Oct. 1, 1948,a letter from the streambed," and "a dark, ins plant in Burbank. 1989. andmayalsoI_obtainedat newspapero[I

,+ then.city ChiefEngineerMorris odorless, pigment:like materi- The lawsuit against JPL, The wells noware all in use.
,_ S. Jones to V.C. Larsen, JPL's aL" fried in January, involves four Dispersion of the chemicals • EvcfftimeFoucollect5coins_ canscr
_-; administrator, refers to a meet- The report states the inspec- plaintiffs, including Glendale over the yeats and blending of Enterasoftmasyouwishfortheduratio_
- mg between city and JPL offi- tor, GeorgeOwen, said he had resident Anita Salvo, whose the tainted water with water formmustbeaccompamedb_ 5 coi_ t_

cmls regarding "the concernof "been warned not to drive his daughter Francesca dieLi of from other sources has brought . Eachwool(a t_rawi.g willbe_kl todc_¢_
,-= the City of Pasadena regarding Jeep across the flowing stream tlodgkin's disease in 1989.The down the level of toxins to

disposal (# plant waste into the because of the explosive nature mother is suing for wrongful below state thresholds for winnerswillbecomacmtbyphone.W_m
:, Arroyo Seco stream channel of the effluent at those particu, death, drinking water, said Brad in thencwspapt_.
._ and also into cesspoolsflx)mthe lar time.+,." The other two plaintiffswere Boman, principalcivil engineer • Empb),ecsd 5anGab,¢lValhF l'_c_p_r

Jet Propulsion Laboratory A Sept. 7, 1948.DWPreport schoolmates of FrancescaSalvo for water qualityat the DWP. lamili¢_arcmcli_iht_


